Building
the
Workhouse
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SOURCES

Sources for this unit include:

Minutes of the Llanfyllin Board of Guardians. The originals
are held at Powys Archives with digital copies at the
Workhouse History Centre, Llanfyllin. They have been

catalogued by members of the Dolydd History Group.

Correspondence with the Llanfyllin Union, held at The
National Archives, Kew. Material up to 1856 is digitised
and has been catalogued by the Dolydd History Group.
The catalogue and documents can be viewed without

charge on https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/

Local newspapers, available digitally from

https://newspapers.library.wales/




At their first meeting on 16 February 1837
the Llanfyllin Guardians resolved to build a workhouse

or - /&a; vl s /g/Mb %% e%néa/@/m On %ﬂ%
Lsiek scal e ol 4 ot g 5 iy /z/-u o
/,ﬁ?/mm, z/y — /

T~—

/ / : 5 ﬁ?ﬁ;ﬂt’:

4 s?;//% VR oo . _

?ﬂ’;mtfvmﬂﬂ/“f/ % %/ a Af/élbétb/):m?/a’ Z 4‘% /ﬁf ﬁa leis / ‘g

7 Jﬁzr:uu (,‘;y(ﬂ/% / fc‘n/@ DZ , /ﬁ%ﬂt} —

/’({é?dz-/ ﬂ/ﬂc-pq_/ - Q o 3 ant:"'{/

A iy e § I 10 Gneind TA o (Goiis yf T Sl
f’;ﬂ' s //ﬁ/f’ /0} P 9 4 (d..f- ool feornw f@c?d’/”u
Cases o 'CQ,:.-.; r.y ol }5{% 7 %) Deca o) _df/r pr ol 4
%T\ c‘f-f/ (/—/%’ﬁ (’(i‘/ﬂ?’[ //zz/;/' HrrFita s !%1 n?/}’_‘.b’fné

On 1 March they appointed Thomas Penson as Architect.
They agreed to build the Workhouse close to Llanfyllin.
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Local landowners were reluctant to sell a site for the Workhouse.

The Rector, the Rev’d David Hughes, came to the rescue with an
offer of land. He imposed three conditions:

e The Workhouse should have its own Churchyard
e A Chaplain should be appointed

e The children should receive Religious Instruction
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The Poor Law Commission published specimen designs.

Thomas Penson adopted a similar layout.

PERSPECTIVE VIEW OF A WORKHOUSE FOR 300 PAU?_ERS. (F)
Saueson Keurrnonwe, Architect,
CABLTON CHAMBERS, 13, REGENT STREET.




Penson’s original designhs have not survived.

But little had changed when these drawings were made
in the 1930s.




Penson’s plans were sent to the Poor Law Commission for approval.

Their architect criticised some aspects of the designs and
pointed out ‘lurking places out of sight from the Master’.




In July 1837 the Guardians advertised in the Chester
Chronicle for tenders to build their new Workhouse.

Llanfyilta Union.

CONTRACTORS and BUTLDERS.

The Board of Guardiane of this Union will con.

tract for Huilding a NEW WORKHOUSE for the

arcommodation of 250 pavpers, upon land near Llan-

fyllin, according lo plans and specifications prepared by

Mr:Penson ,architect, and which Lave been approved of
by wie Poor Law Commissioners.

Copies of the working druwings and specifications
will be prepared, and may be scen any lime alter the
7th mmstant, at my office, at I.I.nléy at orat the
office wf Mr. Penson, in Oswestey, liom wbam furiher
particulars way be known.

The Board of Guardians will mect at Llanfyllin, on
Tuesday, the Istof A L next, at ten o’clock in the
forenoun, o receive t for the work.

The erutractor will be requined to enter into a bond
with sufficient sareties. for the dne completion of the
wurk, within atime to be fised upen at such mexting.

The Guardians will not consiler themselves bound
to accept the lowest temider, without haviag due rezard
to the respomsibility of the pasties,

.| Should the persons desirous of contracting not at-
tend at Llanfrllin on the Ist dayof A f, sealed ten-

ders, indorsed - Tenders for Llanfyllin
Woarkhouse.'” must be sent to me, free of expence, on
or before the 3lst day of July.

H.LLOYD WILLIAMS,
Clerk to the Boand of Guandians.




By the summer of 1838 work was in full swing.

Hugh Morris of Llanfair Talhaiarn,
Denbighshire, was the main contractor.

John Beard of Willow St, Oswestry was
making bricks on site for the inner walls.

Thomas Penson arranged the purchase
of timber through Liverpool docks.

Fairhurst and Tilston, carriers, transported
the timber by river and canal.




The Building Accounts in Powys Archives show payments
to many local craftsmen and suppliers.

Rowland Evans did most of
the joinery.

Evan Pugh did all the slating.

John Griffiths supplied slates from the
Rhiwarth Slate Quarry at Llangynog.

Simon Rogers supplied dressed stone,
including window sills, from a quarry
12 miles away. (The rest of the stone
was quarried locally.)



The cast iron window frames came from two foundries.

John Onions Junior had inherited his
father’s foundry in Broseley.

Gittins and Cartwright had the Eagle Foundry
in Pride Hill, Shrewsbury.

Floor tiles like those in the History Centre came from
John Howell’s Trefarclawdd brickworks at Trefonen.



By autumn 1840 the Guardians had paid for beds...

...and for kitchen equipment.

In November the Clerk reported: ‘The House is filling fast’.




The cost of building the Workhouse had exceeded the estimate.

Penson justified this in part by explaining that the local stone
was of poor quality. The dressed stone needed for details
had to be transported 12 miles.

He had had to make extra payments to the contractor.
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Penson’s extra payments to the contractor, Hugh Morris,
were the subject of a court case brought by Morris,
who claimed he had been underpaid.

Morris had worked for Penson on the Caersws workhouse
and several bridges.

The case was reported in the Chester Chronicle.

The Guardians had to settle and paid Morris a further £260.

MosTCOMERYSHIRE AND DESnicusRIRE.— Flugh
Morvie v. Llanfyllin Usion—This was an action |
Urnuglt by the plaintiff, who is a stone mason at Llan. |
{wr-tal-haraen, in Denbighshire, against the defend-
ants, the Goardians of the Llanfyllin  Union, in the
counties of Maoatgomery and Denbigh, aod the action
was brought o recover the halance due W plasotiff on
several conlrnets entered into Ly him with the detend-
ants, for building the Liaofyilin Union Workhoose.
Fhe plaintiff completad bis contracts alat Christmus
last, and the work was measured and the aceounts
made up hy Mr. Pemson, the architect to the Guar-
du.m’.;y which it appeared that nothing was due to
plaistif. The plaiotif bowever being dissatisGed
knowiog a considerable sum was due (0 him, red |
frequently to Mr. Peoson and the Guaniians to have
the.mp re-examined ; the former Liowever treated
plaintiff with negleet and contempt, - - .



An unknown artist drew the Workhouse
during the 19th Century.

Many windows were altered in the 20th Century.
But the Workhouse remains remarkably unchanged.




